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Twenty years later, in the Treaty of Belgrade (1739), the
privileges of "merchants of the provinces under the Em-
peror of the Romans/' to trade in and through the Otto-
man Empire were restated on the same general terms as in
the capitulations granted the French, English and Dutch.
As a counterpart to the history of the Holy Roman
Empire that of France during this period is also instructive.
Although it was largely owing to French services that the
Treaty of Belgrade (1739) restored Serbia to Turkey,
nevertheless, in the capitulations which France secured as
a reward (1740), and which were to become the lasting
basis of French claims in the Levant, the French flag was
still excluded from the Black Sea.
It was not until Russia finally established itself on the
northern shores at the end of the eighteenth century, that
Turkey was obliged formally to surrender its policy of
exclusion of foreign shipping from the Black Sea. The
Bosphorus was forced open from the east instead of the
west.